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SENATOR STUHR : Th ank you , N r . President and members of the
Legislature . I 'm he r e t o day to introduce LB 92 a nd , und er the

provisions of LB 92 , the Ru ral Development Commission is removed
from stat u te. If you will r e member last spring, all the state
funding for the commission was struck by the Leg islature in ou r

effort to ba lan ce the budget . The commis sion is now se eking
nonprofit status so it may change its members hi p struct u r e .

This move to be st ructured as a 5 0 1(c )(3) nonprofit organization
was vot e d on by the commi ssioners' board of commissioners and
a pproved by their partners . Removing the language fro m statut e
will enable the Ru ral Development Commission to be e l ig ible for

f ederal fund in g through the Nationa l Ru ra l Developme n t
Partnership Act found in the 2002 farm bill administered through
USDA. I feel that th is b ill will give the Ru ral Development

Commission the opportunity to change its membership structure so
it may become a rural development council, and th e opp ortunity
to move fo rward as an independent organization to continue the
important work that it d oe s in ru ral deve lop m en t arou nd the
state. I ask for yo u r s u pport on this bill and would be happy

t o a ns w e r an y q u e s t i on s . Th an k y o u .

SPEAKER BRONN : Than k y ou , Senator Stuhr . Senator C ha m bers on
LB 92 .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr . President, members of the Legislature,
once again my rural colleagues are being required to fall on
their own swo rd. I 'd l ike to ask Senator Stuhr a question or
two.

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Stuhr, would you yield, please?

SENATOR STUHR : Ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS : Senato r Stuhr, at th e time th is commiss i on

w as receiving funds, if you know, how much was it re ce iving . . .

SENATOR STUHR : I d on ' t . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . rough l y ?
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