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amendment, Senator, AM0045, found on Journal page 299.

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Pederson.

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: M r . Speaker, members of the Legislature,
initially this is, I would say, the towing bill. This is th e
one that has to do with a disabled vehicle on the highway. The
current law provides that the limit from the front to the back
of the tow i ng veh i cle and the t owed vehicle, for one that' s
disabled, is 95 fe et . As I menti oned the other day , I filed a

bill pr oposal that wou ld incr ease that distance to 125 feet,
which at that time I concluded, from everybody that I had talked
to, would be the maximum length that anybody w ould hav e und er
these circumstances. The committee adopted Senator Schrock's
proposal, which was to make the l ength unlimited. In other
words, it wouldn't make any difference from front to back what
the length of the unit > as; it would be legal to remove a
disabled veh i cle uric tho se cond itions. The b asis for
the...for what the committee did and wh at Senato r Sch roc k had
proposed was th e cr it.aria that was used in M i s s ouri, and I ' vc
looked and Mi ssouri is the o nly state in our area that has
unlimited carryin g leng t h like th at . And , acc o rdingly, I fe lt
that this was not good po licy for us to be a do p t i ng an u nl imited

length for the vehi cles, and I 'm think ing prim arily of the
two-lane highway s that we have . If you ' ve ever tried to pa ss
something that was a g r eat length on a t w o - lane ro a d, you know
i t ' s very dangerous i n itse lf. I recogn ize t h e need for
removing these disabled vehicles because it's a safety hazard

to have a limit for this and, accordingly, I have proposed t hat
we ma ke th is lim it 130 feet by my am endment. It was s po ken o f

on the floor that absolutely the max imum that we could have
u nder the curr ent circumstances would be 128 fe et , and that wa s
one of the members of the committee. Senat or Jones had said
that he'd looked at it and that was the maximum length you could
have. So I said , okay , let's go to 130 fe et , but l e t's have a

limitation on the length of the towed and tow ing veh icle s And
so, for that reason , I ha ve p ro posed that and, in a dd i tion to
that, I have added an E c l a use which will cause this to g o into
effect r ig ht away . I kn ow tha t some to wer s, specifically the
one that brought the b ill to me , sa id , I 'm not going to tow

itself to have these vehicles on the road. But I think we need
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