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have on vol unteer e mergency services providers and medication
aides. The department has indicated to the committee that it
i ntenus to subsidize the co s t of cred entialing s y stems f o r
professionals and occupations in those specific circumstances.
And the bill provides the flexibility for the dep a rtment to take

those circumstances into account . The b ill list s the various
credentials for which the department will establish and collect
fees. It p rovides for o ther fee s for cred entialing-related
services, such as issu i n g dup licate li censes, v erifying
credentials, and putting a credential on a lapse s t atus. Th e
bill also pr ovides for late fees and administrative penalties
for practicing a profession or occupation before a credential is
issued, before an expired credential is r enewed, o r befo re a
lapsed credential is reinstated. The bill also creates a single
fund, befor e we had man y , ma ny fu nds, called the P rofessional
a nd Occupational Credentialing Cash Fund, to receive al l fee s ,
gifts, grants, an d other mon ies, e xcluding fi nes and civil
penalties that are collected by the department. T he dep a rtment
is required to use the fund for credentialing activities, except
for a per centage of fees that is cred ited to the Nebraska
Regula t i o n a nd ( s i c ) He a l t h Pr o f es s i o n al ( s i c ) F han d , 40 7
process, that I think most of you are familiar with. Monies in
all other credentialing-related funds authorized p r i or to the
effective date of the bi ll are transferred into the new fund.
The bill has an operative date of January 1 , 2004. LB 242 is a
comprehensive and a more equitable approach of establishing fees
for healthcare p rofessionals and occupations, and it reflects
recommendations received through a very intensiv e an< public
process conducted b y the department. The b ill has no fiscal
impact and was advanced unanimously by the committee. I would
ask for advancement of LB 242. Thank you, Nr. President. I 'd
be glad to answer any questions.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T h a n k y o u , Se n a t o r J e n s en . You ' v e hea r d t he
opening on LB 242. Open for discussion on advancement of that
bill. Senator By a rs, f ollowed by Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BYAR S : Thank you , Senator Cunningha m ( s ic ) and
colleagues . I th ink th is is one of th e b est w ork products ,

quite honestly, to come out o f Hea l th and Hum an Serv ices in
years. I am extr emely impressed with the work that Dick Nelson ,
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