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year. We just simply ran out of time. It has been supported by
the volunteer firemen for quite some time now, and this summer I
know I was asked, what's going to happen to that bill now it was
killed last year at the end of the biennium? I said, well, it
will be reintroduced again and we' ll come back and see if we can
do something about it next year. Most of us have some forms o f
volunteer firefighters in our areas. Ev en some of the larger
towns have a very active fire departments and rescue per sonnel.
They are not paid. They are strictly volunteers and do, I would
say, a p re tty da r n go o d job in protecting us, not only from
disasters, fires, and so on and so forth, but also now they have
gotten into the rescue business and spend many hours hauling and
transporting people throughout their district to th e hos pital,
and so an d and so forth. And without them, their numbers have
been declining over the past few years because people don't seem
to have the time to participate in these kind of activities, and
s ometimes it's hard to ma intain the strength in th ose companies .

So I think this is something that we could. . . i s l on g ov e r d u e a n d
we should take a good l ook at i t. W ith that , I would try to

answer any que stions t hat ma y become upon your mind to voice
your op i n i on on . Th an k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Sen a t o r J an s se n . You ' v e h e a r d t h e
opening on LB 167 offered by Senator Janssen . We are now open
for discussion on that bill. Senato r Vrtiska, followed by
S enato r C h a mber s .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. Memb ers of the
body, Senator, could I ask you a question, Senator Janssen?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Janssen, would you yield?

SENATOR JANSSEN: Ye s .

SENATOR VRT IS KA : Senat o r Janssen, I support what you' re doing,
obviously. I wa s a firem an for a good m an y years as a
v olunteer . Bu t one of th e questions I th ink need s to b e
answered and everybody needs to know i s, and m aybe you don ' t

know, beca us e of the fi n ancial situation in not only the state
b ut many of the villages and cities, what's this going to co st ?
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