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SENATOR BAKER : Th ank you , Mr. Sp eaker, members. I also wanted

to cla r ify some questio ns . Senator Jones b ro u ght a lot o f
this.. these points out . Senator Don Pederson ' s bill was
125 feet, as he said . I don ' t t h ink either one of the senators

or their staff sat through th e whole hear ing. And it was
b rought out in vari ous se ctions o the h earing th a t the
double-bottom trailers were going to exceed th i s 125 feet,
meaning double tr ailers with a tractor on the front, tow truck
ahead of that . Th eir f i g ures showed it to be 128 f e et . And as
a committee, we decided, if we' re going to open this thing up,
we'd just save the people down the road with t e r m limits from
revisiting this in another five years, and open it up to where
it said no limit . They still are going to be sub ject to

permits. If it 's an overlength, or overwidth load to begin
with, they' re going to have to have a perm i t from Carr ier
Enforcement t o b e on the roa d. So we ' re not talking about
something that might be 180 feet long, or wh a tever. If t her e i s
some strange load like that , it will b e permitt e d anyway .
Senator Raikes ' questio n about limits on we ight , and we' re
talking about two d ifferent kinds of bridges here . I assum e
you' re ta lki ng about ...the bridge that the truckers talk about

is the distance between axles, rather than a physical b r idge
that you cross with the vehicle. It was pointed out that the
new tow trucks have the capacity to carry the front end. And
when they' re towing these disabled semis, all they' re picking up
is the front axle on this disabled truck. T hey' re not picking
the whole truck up, they' re p icking up on ly the front ax le .
They don't hav e a we ight problem. It's all hydraulics. They
slide...I can't remember the t erm these t ow truck op e rators
used, but th e y slide a beam underneath the front axle of the
truck, hydraulically lift the front axle of the d i s abled tr uck
up, and then they can go on down the road with that. Of course,
they have to hook axr, and so on, et cetera, up to the disabled
vehicle. So it's not a question of weight on the tandem axle of
the tow truck being over 34,000 pounds. And that would not be a
problem. It was also pointed out at the hearing, though, and I
can' t r em e mber which bill the y we r e dis cussing t h is, it' s
impossible to unhook and what they call dolly down th e tra iler
on a lot of these, these tankers and bull racks. It was pointed
out that they will not support the weight of a loaded trailer on
the dollies. It 's a lmost impossible for them to dolly down a
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