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SPEAKER BRONN: LB 68 d oes advance. Next item, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: Nr . Pr esident, LB 1 06, introduced by Senator Beutler.
(Read title.) Introduced on January 9, referred to Education,
advanced to Gen eral File. I hav e no amendments to the bill,
Nr. Pr es i d en t .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank y o u , Nr . Cl e r k .
opening.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sen a tor Bromm, thank you. I think this bill
can best be characterized as a clarification bill. It makes two
clarifications with regard to the community college i nvolvement
in the Mi nority Scholarship Program. And before those of you
who have been here before, and freshmen who may h a ve heard of
some of our scholarship debates, before you all tense up, let me
make clea r that this is not about SAP or any of the th r ee ma j or
scholarship programs, which in the last c o uple of year s h ave
been t he sub je ct of some f ai rly intense debate with re gard t o
the distribution o f money as between private and publi c
institutions. This is a separate and much smaller scholarship
program that is directed towards m i nority st udents a t publi c
schools only, th e Un i versity of Nebraska, the state colleges,
and, as of a year or two ago, the community colleges. T he whole
program came about originally when a gentleman by t he nam e of
Rick Davis, wh o so me of you may recall as «n outstanding
football player, died unfortunately very early. And he left a
bequest of about $50 ,000 for a minority scholarship program.
That whole idea was picked up by his b rother, Dr . Dick Dav is,
who is a succ essful b u sinessperson, and a person who is very
much interested in working for private donations to build up a
minority sc holarship p r ogram, th e on e that was origi nally
dedicated to his brother. And in the early y e a rs, he worked
closely with Se nator C h ambers on this program. And from that
o riginal $50,000 bequest, it has built up into an e ndowment o f
about $3.4 million, only the interest of which is used to fund
scholarships for b lack students, Hispa nic students, and
Native American students. That's just kind of the short history
of the program. This ... getting back to the specific changes
that are being suggested to you today, t he commur.ity colleges
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