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recession that refuses to loosen its grip, an d our stat e has
been stricken by a drought of historic proportions. Any one of
these issues would have been a challenge. All together, as o ne
of my col leagues s a id, the y ha ve created a perfect economic
storm. Nebraskans answered th e cha llenge of the terrorist
attacks by giv ing of themselves through volunteering, donating
blood, and contributing financially to those who were i n n eed .
And we promise never to forget the sacrifices of those who died
that day in New York, at the Pentagon, and in Pennsylvania. Our
commitment to freedom and the strength we find in it ha s nev er
been stronger. We an swered the call to a new war on terrorism
by supporting our men and women in the m i litary, bu t als o by
reinforcing ou r commitment to first responders here at home.
Under the leadership of our own Lieutenant...of our own Homeland
Security Director, L ieutenant G overnor Dav e Heine man, we
developed a national model for bioterrorism preparedness, and a
comprehensive plan to address agroterrorism. We are as prepared
as we can be for that which we pray will never happen. For more
than 18 months we have struggled t o com e to gri ps w it h the
recession and its imp acts . In con junction with che federal
government, my administration approved e x tended u n employment
benefits for workers who had lost their jobs, while keeping our
commitment to encourage the creation of new quality jobs across
our state. The s truggle continues, but so does our commitment
to working families. Then the r e is the drou ght--a n atural
disaster impacting Nebraska and many other states. I w ill never
forget seeing the South Platte River flowing at a trickle near
Ogallala this last summer. Our f armers and o ur ranc hers, wh o
are some of the heartiest of all Nebraskans, and the communities
in which t hey live and do business have suffered the most from
this drought. For our state govern ment, the greates t
consequence of these four challenges has been a free fall in tax
receipts that's w o rse than the Farm Crisis of the 1980s. The
worst year then, Fiscal Year 1985, witnessed revenue g rowth of
less than 1 p ercent, bu t it was still revenue growth. Th is
compares to Fis cal Year 2002, w hen tax colle ctions w ere
$91 million, or nearly 4 percent, less than 2001. In fact, 2002
tax collections w ere eve n less th an 2000 tax collections by
$38 million, or nearly 2 percent. Lad ies and gen tlemen, 2002
tax receipts were tru ly historxc on t he downside. It is a
credit to your efforts that we acted in a timely and responsible

157


