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Board is to hav e when it c o mes to legislation that will come to
it for he~ring. That langu ag e is not designe d to be a
straitjacket, and it is not a strait j acket . But sin ce it ' s
already in the ru les , let me loo k at w h at S e n a tor Schimek is

giving us. Starting with the new language which is underlined,
"The Reference Committee s h all refer to ," it would say the
Execut i v e B oa r d , "only those bills or resolutions which i nvo l v e
the in te rna l operat i ons of the Legi s l ature as a w h o l e." Does

performance auditing or performa nce evaluati on relat e to a
function or act i v ity of the L egi slature'? Ye s. So if a bil l is
offered that would take t hat function and pl ace it some p lace

else, is th a t g o ing to i m p act on something that pe rtains to the
Legislature'? It ce rtainly does, because it's a fun ctio n being

performed by the Legislature now. So anything that is going to
impact on that would come to the Executive Bo ar d. You cannot
escape the app r opriate ref erence of a b ill that's going to
impact on the operation o f the Legislature b y assigning a n
activity to another d epart m ent or ag en cy of go v e r nment that

does, in fact, impact on the Legislature . Once th at impact is
shown, it come s to th e E x e cutive Board . And the r e is language
in the rules which says that the Executive Bo ard is going to
conduct these hearings . If th e bod y decide s to ch ange the
language, the Executive Bo ard is going to l ook at e a ch bill and

make a determ i n a tion as to whether it shou ld come to the
Executive Board or no t. Maybe wh at we o ug ht to do is say that
we wi ll take fro m the E x e c utive Board the r ef erencing of bills
and let them be re ferenced by the Legislature, functioning as a

committee of the whole. Inste a d of the list of bills with
recommended assig n m ent s to comm itt ee s be ing sent to the
Executive Board for re f erencing, present that l ist to the entire
Legislature and ask any sen ato r , does he or she have an

objection to where a pa r t icular bi ll is reference d. A ll of
those whe r e no o b jection exists, we wi ll ta ke a v o te based on a
motion to the body that all of th e se bills on w hi ch t here is no
disagreement sh all be referre d as recomm e nded, and those ar e
referred. Then w e h a ve a de b a te on e ach bill where there is a

disagreement, and th e n le t the Legislature vote . But if you ' re
going to assign that responsibility to the Ex ecutive Boar d , as
long as I ' m a m e m b er , I am go ing to discharge my re sponsibility
and take whatever heat goes along with it , but there is a rem e dy

e ven for that . I am elected by th e " car c a s s " o f whic h I ' m a
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