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been compelled that we may need to make some adjustments in the
language, but actually what Senator Chambers' argument just was,
to me, is exactly the argument for something like this. T he
initial operations of the Executive C ommittee as a comm ittee
hearing bills was, I be lie ve, the exception, and now we are
moving it into being more of a rule where t here ar e more and
more ex amples o f it h appe ning. And I don 't think that the
things that have been cited are, the individual bills are, t hat
problematic. As Senator Beutler sai d, we do have a way of
dealing with particular bills and gett ing the m rere ferenced.
And so it 's n ot ...it is n ot s o m uch the e xa mples ae it is t he

trend. I believe that the trend started with som e part icular
circumstances that had to do with the legal issues between the
Legislature and another branch of government, and a part icular
circumstance where the Exec Board ver y rightly needed to be
involved because it was about the Legislature i t self. But I
think that there has been a move towards an assumption by the
Exec Board of bills that most rightly go to t he sub ject-matter
committee. And m aybe I'm on a theme today, but I do think that
there should be some objectivity about it and that there s hould
be a s tru cture th at the presumption should always be that if
there is a subj ect-matter committee and, unl ess there is a very
strong, compelling rea son th at it h as to be done through the
Exec Board, the presumption shculd be that it i s done thro ugh
the subject-matter committee. That's the way we are structured.
The Exec Bo ard i s not structured to handle bills on a regular
basis. And so I believe that Senator Chambers' argument a bout
exceptions actually arg ues in f avor of something like what is
before you, but I have also b een...I a lso be li eve th at what
Senator Beutler s aid about th e role, in the same way that I
believe that the role of the subject-m a tter comm itt ees is
important, I think the role of the Rules Committee is important,
and I think that probably the more appropriate way to do this is
to have the Rules Committee look at it. O bviously, we have some
concerns about som e of the la nguage that is p ut f or ward, but I
strongly support the underlying philosophy o f main taining t h e
integrity of our st ructure and of the s ubj ect-matter committees.
T hank y o u

S ENATOR CUDABACK : Thank you , Senator Brown . Senato r Beutler .
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