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heard also a number of arguments that I think can be ca psulized
in the statement t hat this is not a very practical time to be
trying to do this sort of thing. And the reason is b e cause we
have the biggest budget crisis on our hands since my time in the
Legislature, and I wo uld argue probably since the Second World
War. And the reason that that becomes important follows up on
Senator Landis' comments. Senator Landis' comments and Senator
Brashear's warning to you basically indicate that we have always
had this little rule book. And if you really want to shut d own
filibustering altogether, i f you really want to shut it down,
you need to empower the Speaker to overrule a w h o le number of
things. Because if you don 't do that, then a dissatisfied
minority will find other ways to gum up the works, and still can
find other ways to gum up the works. You can start wi t h the
first bill that we debate this year. You can file a whole bunch
of amendments o n it , even tho ugh t he bill may be totally
unimportant. You can speak all three times y o u' re a llowed t o
speak. You can s p eak ten minutes on amendments. The re are a
whole number of things that you can do to filibuster. M aybe the
filibuster won't be direct on the very bi ll that you ' re
concerned about . But it w ill take bills way in front of that
bill, and it will punish by taking bills after that b i l l. If
you wa nt to p roceed to s eek to empower the Sp eaker, that's one
thing. But if you don't do that, this is probably no t a very
practical time to be ta king this kind of a step. A nd I think
that's why the Speaker has warned you not to, that the Chair of
the Judiciary ha s war ned y ou not to , that the Chair of the
Revenue Committee has warned you not to, that all t h ose of us
who have been around aw h ile would say to you there are other
ways still, even if y ou do this, by which the filibuster can b e
maintained with a veng eance. So let 's wait till our budget
crisis is over. Let's take Senator Brashear's advice and see if
the changes that we made last year suffice. I think they wi ll.
And let's j ust ta k e a cautious a p proach to th is at t h is
particular point in time. T hank you.

SENATOR CU D ABACK:
Brashe a r .

SENATOR BRASH E AR : Nr . Pr esid e nt, members of t he b o d y, Senator
Maxwell, I want you to know personally, and I certainly want the

SenatorThank y o u, Sen a t or Beu t l e r .
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