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rule, I prob ably sup ported i t. It was ba ck in 1991. And
looking back at it , wit h my years being here, was probably a
mistake, because I think before that time, w e d id debate the
issues. And so I wished maybe we could do away with this rule
that we put in in 1991. And I oppose my good sea tmate h e re,
S enator Maxwe l l ' s...both motion s that he h as . But I th ink th e

system has worked with th e d eb ate th a t we ' ve had w i t h the
cloture rule. But we also ..it worked before that time. And I
guess if I had a vote that I could take back, I would have taken
that vote back. But you have...I have that experience now that
I didn't h ave before that, so. But I simply oppose the change
in our cloture rule, since we have it.

SENATOR CUDAB A CK : Thank you , Senator Hartnet t
Maxwell .

SENATOR MAXWELL : Th ank you , Nr . Pres i dent. I d idn 't co u nt
v otes ahead of time . S o far it 's been easy to c o u nt . I th i n k I

count two so far. Actually, it was a rural colleague as well .
A nd that rem in ded me , also , Se n ator Be utler ra ised th e
legitimate concern that pe rhaps a rural senator m ight have ,
watching the d emogra p hic sh ift . But it was Sena tor Jones who

crystallized this for me. It was back du ring the special
session that I ' ve been complaining about . And I 'm t h r owing at
him and propo s itions of governmen t and so
forth, and he said , w ell , the way I l ook at it is , it ta kes us

30 votes to override the Govern or on issu es worth tens of
millions of d ollar s ; why does it take us 33 v o tes to de cide to
stop talking'? And perhaps I s hould have just said that and s a t
down when I first opened ra this. I' ll just respond to a couple
other comments and then sit down. I'm actually enjoying hearing
what I 'm h e a r ing and g e t ting sore hi story of t he L e g i slature as
well. I thin k I 'm he a r ing s o me different things. We have ot h e r

options, it won't do any good to m ake th i s ch a nge, we don ' t
really have a prob lem . I don 't know . To me , it still sounds
like denial . We we re he re in th at special session that I still
contend was invalid , or at the ve ry least we d i d n't need to

have, and to me , we w ere all here with no c l othes on ­ - my s p i n on
"the e mperor has no clothes"--and I haven't heard a nything y e t
to convince me otherwise . The wor d "f r ol ic" is s ti ll ringing in

my e ars . I knew when Sen a tor Brashear went out of his way to
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