
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

J anuary 1 3 , 2 0 0 3

changes to the cloture rule, and fully understands that p art o f
our job is to m ove forw ard, but part of our job is to move
forward in a way t hat we c an jus tify. And ...

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m inu t e .

SENATOR BROWN: .. .if we make this change, I'm not certain that
I can go back to p eopl e and say that we are b ei n g as
d eliberative and judicious as we need to be. I stron gly ur ge
you to re j ect bot h the mot ion to suspend and the underlying
amendment . T h an k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T h an k y ou , Sen a t o r Br ow n . Se n a t o r Bou r n e on
the motion to suspend . Sen at o r B ou rne .

SENATOR BOURN E : Thank you , Nr. Pr e sident, members. I too rise
in opposition to the amendment. And I particularly rise in
opposition to the underlying motion. I think that that' s.. any
member in here who has read that motion should b e particularly
concerned ab out it . I think it ...with no di s respect to Senator

Maxwell, I think it ch eapens the legislative process, because it
says that diversity doesn't matter, that your op in i on doesn ' t
matter, and we shouldn't really have to talk about your views,
it's only what the ma j ority's v iews are that matter , that are
important. So I th ink that the underlying motion is what' s
particularly disturbing t o me , b ecause ag ain. it cut s off
debate. Ic 's , I fee l, ina ppropriate. When w e talk about
cloture moti~ns, you know, originally, I was th in king, w e ll,
this is kine of an overreaction. But then, when you think about
all t he clotu r e m o t ions or the c l o ture votes that you' ve done,
they' re always on extremely volatile issues and divisive issues
And so, while I th ink that the de@ate has mer it, I th ink this ia
a bit of an overreaction. Pe ople have talked about term l i mits
and h ow we need to kind of slow down the proces s . As
frustrating as it is t o sit through a four- , fiv e-, si x-,
eight-hour debate, t h at's part of the process. And given that
we' re o ne h o u s e , I think that we do n eed to s low it do wn . I am
concerned ab o ut the term lim its , and I th ink that as w e . . .you
know, i n four years , we ' re go ing to lose ha lf of ou r
Legislature . And I th i n k t hat to r educe the number of votes, I
think that that's disturbing . We shou ld all be concer ned that
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