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our rules, under the guidance of our Rules Committee, so that we
do no long...we no longer require eight hours of debate and then
a vote of 33 votes in order to invoke cloture. We now say that
w hen you have 33 votes you don't need to wait eight h ours, a n d
we' ve not ha d muc h exp erience with that technique. We are a
deliberative body, and I suggest that w e sta y wher e we are .
You' ll note that this is not a rule that's brought to us by our
Rules Committee aft er careful con sideration. And there ' s
absolutely noth ing wrong wit h Sena tor Max well doi ng w hat
he' s...that's what we' re here for, is for each of us to do our
best as we see our duty. B ut I'm going to rely on the fact that
our...this was proposed to our Rules Committee, and they did not
advance it. Previously, when we proposed some cloture-modifying
rules to the Ru l es Committee, the Rules Committee dad advance
the proposals. In this instance, the Rules C o mmittee d e clined
to do so. So , as we all do from time to time, Senator Maxwell
is on a frolic of his own. W e' ve not yet h ad much expe rience
with not requiring eight hours before we invoke cloture, and I
would urge that we continue then in our p rese nt mode. And
incidentally, since my tim e has not yet been called, with all
due respect to all involved, we did not have a special session,
our last sp ecial session, notwithstanding what anybody said on
the radio or otherwise, because we were afraid that o ne p ers on
would tie up the regular session forever. Th at isn't the way we
work. Th irt y-three vot es, and you don't tie up the session
forever. Nay make it a little difficult,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: ...but whatever we' ve got th e will to
overcome, we h av e the will to overcome, if it's appropriate to
overcome it. B ut we had a special session for a lot of rea sons
that I can 't art iculate i n one minute, but we didn't have a
special session for that reason. We had a special se ssion for
other reasons. I thought we handled it in a very workmanlike
and responsible way. We did that which we had to do, and we did
not proceed to do something political that we didn't need to do.
Anh I hope that will continue to be our w a tchword. Again , I
stand in oppo sition to the m otion to amend and the motion to
suspend. Th a n k yo u .


