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comfortable? The rural senators have been losing population in
this state for near on 70 years, 7 decades in a row. D e pending
o n how you count the representatives of the smaller t owns, t h e
Kearneys, the Scottsbluffs, the Grand Islands, whether you count
them rural o r urban, if you count those little towns as urban,
then the rural representation in here is not enough to prevent a
cloture vote. And the situation w ill get wors e if trends
c ont i n u e . So you ha v e to thi n k about where t h e r ural
constituency's best interest is. You have to think about where
all kind s of different k inds of minorities ...do they all need
protection to a c e r tain extent?

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m inu t e .

SENATOR BEUTLER : And I th ink what we h ave he re in N e b r aska is a
good system . We changed the cloture rule last ye a r. And I want
to talk about that a l i ttle bit if I ge t some more t ime, so the

new senators know that we' ve already made changes to the cl o ture
rule a nd we need t o ta lk a l i ttle bit about what we' ve done so
far. But I hop e you' ll gi ve real serio us conside ration in
thinking abo ut any change as far as the n um ber of votes ar e
c once r n e d . T h an k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK . Thank you , Senator Beutler . Senator Bromm on
the motion to suspend the rules, followed by Senators B rashe a r ,
Landis, Brow n , Sch imek , Bourn e , Sm ith, and Beutler . Senator
Bromm.

SPEAKER BRONN : Thank you , N r . Presi dent . And I rise in
opposition to the motion , w ith all due re spect, to adopt this
amendment. In t he w a y o f b a ckground , I don 't kn ow how m any
senators have been on the Ru les Committee as long as I h a ve , but

I hav e been on the Rul e s Committee, for some reason or other ,
for the entire ten ye ars that I' ve been in the Leg islature . I 'm
on there now as . ..in an ex-officio capacity as Sp eaker , but I
served on th at comm ittee as a v o t i ng member for ten years. I

think Senator Beutler, Senator Chambers, and Senator Landis, and
others, and some of my c o l leagues who have been around that time
would admit and agree that there have been some .

. . sev e r a l r u l e s
proposals that we have made th r o ugh the y ears. Some have n ot
been adopted, and some have . And so m e h ave been ad opted for a

108


