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of any sort of one community. I never under stood wh a t
R ichardson County had to do with Sioux City or Dixon County. It
always had mo r e to do w ith the area of the southeastern part o f
the state , sou th of the P latte and along the Platte .

Furthermore, if you' re looking for a second objective thread by
which to link things, it st il l wouldn ' t be th e congress ional
d istrict struc t u re; it wou l d be th e I -80 Interstate structure .

As we go into the future, the communities alo ng I-80 and the
Platte R iv er are g o ing to have much more in common th an
any...thar other areas of the st ate . That 's going to be a

commonality of inter e st . Omaha wil l be o ne , the I-80 co rridor
is going to be the se cond one , and the rest of th e state wou ld
be th e t h i rd. So I think th e c o ngressional district breakdown

is actually the least logical of the th ree that hav e just been
d iscussed. And I wa n t to put t hat on the r e cord .

SPEAKER BRONN . Thank you , Senator Beutler . Senato r B r own, this
w ould be your third time on this particular amendment .

SENATOR BROW N : Nr . Pr esid e nt, members, I'm sorry that Senator
Beutler misunderstood me . I was n o t re fe rring to the proposal
that w as before us , but t o th e p r evious structure, and how we

a rrived at the previous . . . the structure that we are current l y

existing und e r . And my reas on for su pporting a c on gressional
line designation . . .because I do not d i sagree with som e of the
c ommunities of intere st argume nt s that Senat or B eutl e r ha s

made. . is that that piece wa s someth in g that we engaged the
p ublic in . It is som et h ing that is out th ere with the pub lic .
It was a hard-fought distinction for the public. And we had

people from d ifferent parts of the state that had strong
feelings about that . And ther' w ere people who ar e membe rs of
t his body who argued for the ar eas they represented to be in on e
certain congre s s ional distric t, and n ow want t~ be in a

different district in terms of th e ir caucus representation. And
so I'm just saying that we have gone out to the pub lic , taken

public input, engaged the public in drawing those lines . It was
not an easy task . It didn 't a l w ays represent what we m ight
c onsider the best communities of interest , but it 's somethi ng
that w e ar rive d at . And now , if w e ar e try i ng to d et ermine
something that we can ob jecti vely exp lai n to ind iv idua l s, I
believe that that is someth in g we can ob jec t ively explain .
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