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everybody to understand if our Committee on Committees caucuses
are the sam e as our Exec Board caucuses. Now just to add one
detail that she didn't put forth to you, you need to u nderstand
that this b efore y ou today deals only with the Committee on
Committees caucus, just that one, because that one is governed
by our rules. I f and when you see fit to adopt a structure for
the Committee on Committees, then there will be submitted to the
Legislature a bill for the Executive Board c hange to paral lel
and duplicate the change you made by rule for the Committee on
Committees. And we deal with the E xecutive B oard by statute
because the Executive Board is kind of a continuing organization
that is the adm inistration of the Legislature, not only when
we' re in session but out of session, and so almo st everything
having to do w ith the organization an d str ucture of th •
Executive Board is set in statute. So we need to do two t h ings
to make t his right. We need to pass a rule change and we need
to pass a statute. But hopefully, for purposes of f a c ilitating
and minimizing debate, once we decide the way we want it here on
this rule ch ange, we can the n follow through quickly with a
statutory change and get that through the proc ess qu ickly by
simply doing t he sa m e thing. In st ructuring this particular
proposal, I tried to stay w it h tra ditional n otions that
everybody has historically understood: O maha metropolitan area,
Sarpy County, by and large, all in one group; southeast Nebraska
and the rural communities, L i ncoln and the rural communities
that have tr aditionally t raded with I incoln in south east
Nebraska in a second grouping; and then the third grouping being
the remainder of Neb raska. N ow , as you s tart to do this,
everybody who's been here for awhile understands that there a re
edges he r e a l l ov e r (laugh) the place, and in any particular
year a particular senator may or m ay not want to be included i n
a particular caucus, may or may not have more or less rationale
for being pleased or displeased with the w ay it 's stru ctured.
But I ho pe that ever ybody will think in terms of organizing
principles and what are meaningful, fair, organizing p r inciples
that we understand and would agree with, and that the public can
understand and agree with. And certainly I think what we have
before you today is a...two solid blocks, I mean they' re really
contiguous, solid b l ocks o f geographic representation, so in
that sense I think this is very, very good. T he way it ends up,
as you know, as the members who have been here know, 49 d o esn' t
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