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everybody to understand if our Committee on Committees caucuses
are the same as our Exec Board caucuses. Now just to add one
detail that she didn't put forth to you, you need to understand
that this before you today deals only with the Committee on
Committees caucus, just that one, because that one is governed
by our rules. If and when you see fit to adopt a structure for
the Committee on Committees, then there will be submitted to the
Legislature a bill for the Executive Board change to parallel
and duplicate the change you made by rule for the Committee on
Committees. And we deal with the Executive Board by statute
because the Executive Board is kind of a continuing organization
that is the administration of the Legislature, not only when
we're in session but out of session, and so almost everything
having to do with the organization and structure of th.
Executive Board is set in statute. So we need to do two things
to make this right. We need to pass a rule change and we need
to pass a statute. But hopefully, for purposes of facilitating
and minimizing debate, once we decide the way we want it here on
this rule change, we can then follow through quickly with a
statutory change and get that through the process quickly by
simply doing the same thing. In structuring this particular
proposal, I tried ¢to stay with traditional notions that
everybody has historically understood: Omaha metropolitan area,
Sarpy County, by and large, all in one group; southeast Nebraska
and the rural communities, Lincoln and the rural communities
that have traditionally traded with Lincoln in southeast
Nebraska in a second grouping; and then the third grouping being
the remainder of Nebraska. Now, as you start to do this,
everybody who's been here for awhile understands that there are
edges here all over (laugh) the place, and in any particular
year a particular senator may or may not want to be included in
a particular caucus, may or may not have more or less rationale
for being pleased or displeased with the way it's structured.
But I hope that everybody will think in terms of organizing
principles and what are meaningful, fair, organizing principles
that we understand and would agree with, and that the public can
understand and agree with. And certainly I think what we have
before you today is a...two solid blocks, I mean they're really
contiguous, solid blocks of geographic representation, so in
that sense I think this is very, very good. The way it ends up,
as you know, as the members who have been here know, 49 doesn't
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