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ozher committee out of the fray. For example, in Educa tion,
looking at the budget situation, it may well be that there needs
to be or there ought to be a bill introduced to cut state aid to
schools, for example . But if I can just sit back and not do
that, it would be a n unpopular t h ing, pa rticularly from my
position, just sit back and let the Appropriations Committee do
it and take the heat, probably that's what I 'd do . So I 'm
worried about th e implications of this for taking pressure off
of every other committee and every member w ho is not on th e
Appropriations Co mmittee i n d ealing with the crisis situation
that we face. I'm more than happy to allow Sena tor Weh rbein
time to respond to that, although I see he's got his light on.
So with that, I' ll stop. Thank you.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Nr . S p eaker, members of t he Leg i slature, I
fear maybe we' re starting to make this a bigger rule change than
it really is. This ru le cha nge is t o ...is designed, as I
understand it , simply to facil itate and to antici pate
expectations and to be st .re t hat everything does get on the
table that either a sub jec t-matter comm ittee or the
Appropriations Co mmittee may want to have on the table. A nd I
think we would all agree that never ever in ou r h isto ry, at
least since the Second World War, has it been...could you make a
stronger ca se for be ing su r e tha t we consi der everything.
Senator Raikes indicated that t he other committees would be
taken out of the fr ay. That 's not so whatsoever. U nder the
proposal, once a b i ll was intr oduced by the App ro priations
Ccmmittee, it would still go back to the sub j ect-matter
committee for a hearing. T he hearing wouldn't be in front of
the Appropriations Comm ittee. It would st ill be the
subiect-matter committee's job to decide w hether to put that
forward or not . But they would do it then in the context of
knowing that the Appropriations Committee, at least temporarily,
would like to see that item included in t he budg et. If th e
subject-matter comm ittee st il l rejects it , that 's its
prerogative. And for new members and simply to remind committee
Chairmen, remember this: The re is absolutely n othing in our
rules that req uires you to schedule a bill for hearing before
the last day of the session. So if the Appropriations Committee
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