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CLERK: Nr . Pr esident, th e sec ond change, as proposed by the
Rules Committee, i nvolves...is noted as comm ittee p r oposal
number two , aga in found on page 84 of your Journal. It would
amend Rule 5, Section 4; and Rule 8, Section 2. Sena tor, t h is
is the proposal dealing with introduction of legislation by the
Appropriations Committee.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Nr. Clerk. Senator Hudkins t o open
on rules change proposal number two.

SENATOR HUDKINS: Thank you, Nr. President. S e nator Wehrbein
c ame, on behalf o f the Appropriations C ommittee, w ith thi s
proposal, and rath er tha n my try ing to explain it, I would
prefer that he do that because he has the technical knowledge as
to why t he App ropriations Committee fe e ls th i s change is
necessary. So I would give my time to Senator Wehrbein.

SPEAKER BROMN: Y ou' re yielding your opening...remainder of your
opening time to Sena tor Wehrbein. Is that correct'? Senator
Wehrbein , y ou h av e . . .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Y es, Nr. President, members of the body, this
is a proposal that is coming from the A p propriations C o mmittee
via the Ru les Committee, and it ' s sim ply in these times of
crisis, if you will, and I suppose that's a subjective analysis
as to whether we ' re in a crisis or not. I th ink many of us
believe that we' re very close to that, if not in o n e, in term s
of our bud get. Th is parti cular pr o posal wo u ld allow more
flexibility, via a rule cha nge, t o allow the Appropriations
Committee to int roduce bil ls up until we had the preliminary
report th at, if you histor ically remem ber, happe ns in
approximately late February, If you recall, we submit that, the
Appropriations Committee submits that preliminary report as to
the...what our thinking is on the budget at th at early t ime .
Our th ink i ng wa s , in th i s pa r ticular. ..these particular times,
when it's very difficult to know how the whole budget is goin g
to fit together and when obviously we' re going to be making many
cuts, that the ability to make some changes as late as possible
in the process, if you will, would be very beneficial. That is,
we' re doing it now in ten days. This would allow an a ddxtional

65


