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s ee an end to our budget crisis. But more importantly than t h e
jobs, more im portant t han the jobs that were located in rural
Nebraska was the knowledge that we gained from that e xperience.
Do you realize that over 60 communities applied for that call
center 7 Over two-thirds of them were eliminated immediately
because of insufficient phone lines. That indicates to me that
we have not done a good enough job in making sure that the rural
part of our state has a dequate inf rastructure. And to m e ,
infrastructure is roads , telephone lin es, and broa dband
communications. I promise you that I will do everything I can
to increase t hat infrastructure throughout the state. L ooking
to the future, a lawsuit wa s rec ently fi led . This laws uit
alleges that t he Un i versal Services Fund should be eliminated
because it was an impr oper del egation of the Legis lature's
taxing authority. If ab oli shed, I ask you to imagine the
devastating impact that the elimination of the Universal Service
Fund will have on rural Nebraska. This is an area of an extreme
importance that must be dealt with today in order to protect the
phone systems throughout all of N ebraska. I e ntered th is race
late. And after talking to you, I...to many of you, I realize
that a lot of you have m ade commitments t o othe rs. And I
respect that. Se nator Baker mentioned that he's served on this
committee over the past few years. And while I have always h a d
an inter est in the telecomm u ni cations industry, I have not
served on it. But I will point out that the two for mer Chairs
of that co mmittee h adn't served on it either, as I understand
it, prior to their Chairmanship. I simply say to you that e v e n
though I am a senator from Omaha, I am a state senator. A nd all
of you tha t h a ve worked with me over the past four years know
that. I support all of Nebraska. And I would a p preciate y our
support for this Chairmanship. Thank you very much.

PRESIDENT HEINENAN: Thank you, Senator Bourne. The Chair would
recognize Se n a t o r Th o mpson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you, Nr. Lieutenant Governor, members
of the body. I rise to put my name in nomination for C h air of
the Transportation and Telecommunications Committee. I served
on the committee for three year s, pri or to moving to the
Appropriations Committee. I h a ve maintained a strong interest
in what ha ppens in that com mittee, and have spon sored
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