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public hearings, I will maintain an ope n door pol icy in my
office to fac ilitate discussions of issues and concerns. This
committee chair election is about leadership i n a produ ctive
committee process, b u ilding c onsensus, and making sure every
committee member has a ch ance to fully participate . It ' • abou t
the leadership t o brin g relevant t opics to the tab le for
discussion, and about collaboration an d prob le m solv ing.
Leadership of a comm ittee i nvolves k n owing how to balance a
personal agenda with an overall agenda of the comm i ttee. I
intend to dedicate my time as Chairman to making sure all these
things happen. We are lucky t o have more than on e person
interested in ser ving in the capacity of Chairperson of this
committee. A healthy comp~tition wili not be a divisive one. I
promise to you that if elected I will do my very best to provide
the leadership style I' ve outlined today for this committee. No
matter the outcome of the vote, however, I vow to work with my
colleagues for the betterment of the state and the citizens we
share it with. I ask for your support to become Chairperson of
the Government, Military and Ve..erans Affairs Committee. Thank
'you .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha nk you, Senator Aguilar.
recognizes Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Yes , thank you, Nr. President and members of
the body. I ri se for the purp ose of p lac i ng my name in
nomination for the Chairmanship of the Government, Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee. It has been my hon or and my
privilege to serv e in that cap acity fo r six nonconsecutive
years, and for two years as Vice Chair of the committee. I have
actually been a member for ten years. I than k you for the
opportunities that y ou h av e given me. Over the course of my
Chairmanship, the committee ha s pro cessed lar ge num bers of
bills, and has successfully accomplished some, at least, of the
following...well, all of the following. ( Laugh) First of al l ,
the election law statu tes wer e tot ally re organized a nd
recodified so that everything is in one chapter of our s t atutes
now, and it is more easy for the average person to navigate
those statutes. The recommendations o f the Init iative a nd
Referendum Task Force were, which I chaired, incidentally, were
enacted into law, and I believe they improved our process. We
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