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experience, those fou r years on loc a l gov ernment, and the
workings of stree t pav ing an d sno w rem oval a nd eco nomic
development and how city government fits into state govern m ent

and how the two can work together, a n other i n credible
experience. So I d ra w f rom som e fortu n at e circum s t ances with
local and state government . Wh at d o I wan t to do a s G o v ernment

Committee Chair?' I'd like to look at what we as Neb r a skans can
do to get a little more attention in the pr esidential primary .

Now, we' re one of 50 states, but I' ve been working on a p lan f o r
a couple of years, nationally, that would modify the process to
bring smalle r states into a great e r role in th e p r e sidential
primary system . And ther e 's a lot of th i ngs we can d o there .
Probably first and foremost, though, is maintaining our election
system and the integrit y thereof . How impo rt ant it is that

every vote is counted in a f a ir, impartial manner . We ' ve been
doing very w ell in Ne b rask a In fact , o t her st ates have looked
at what we' re doing. And even mo re so important is how the
federal gover nment is coming up w ith some reform, and a lot o f
federal dollars are out there. And it 's i mportant that we step
up to the p late , spend those dolla r s w i se ly, not to change
something if it i sn't broken, but certainly look toward the

future. I d on 't wan t to go on and on h ere tod ay , but ce rtainly
I come to you and ask for your support for Go vernment Comm itt ee
Chair. I want to share w ith you my sense of duty and

responsibility and honor, because it is a very importan t task
ahead . Th a n k y ou .

PRESIDENT HE INE M AN : Th ank y ou , Senator Smith . The Cha i r would
r ecognize Senator Aguilar .

SENATOR AGUILAR: Thank you, Nr. Lieutenant Governor, members of
the body. I would offer my name i n nom ination for Chair of
G overnment, Military an 4 Vet erans A f fairs Committee. Sinc e
1999, when I was first appointed to the Legislature, I have been
a member of this committee, and have a s i ncere interest in the
issues and legislation that come before it . If elec ted Chairman
of t h is comm it t ee , I feel I w ill be able to c o n tribute to the

integrity of the committee and to th e bo d y as a whole wit h
leadership that wi ll be consistent and impartial. I believe I
have the ability to organize and move a n age nda along, wh ile
assuring full d iscu ss ion of the i ssue at han d. In add it i on to
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