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PRESIDENT HE INE M AN : Thank you , Senator Vr t i ska. Are there
further nominations ? S eeing none , th e Cha ir declar es that
nominations are c lo sed . You have the ball ots before you
Please write the name of the individual you are voting for. The
Clerk and the Assistant Clerk will collect the ballots. At this
t ime, I select a committee of three to come fo rward to tabula t e
the votes. They are Senator Brown, Senator Byars, and Senator
Preister. When the three of you have finished voting, will you
p lease co m e f o r w a r d . (Visitors introduced.) The balloting is
complete. Senator Vrtiska received 2 5 votes , a nd has been
elected Cha ir of the Busines s and Labor Commi ttee.
Congratulations, Senator Vrtiska. We w ill n ow p rocee d to the
election of the Cha ir of the Education Committee. T he Chair
would recognize Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RAIKES. Thank you, Nr. Lieutenant Governor and m embers
of th e L e g i slature. P lease con s ider me a n o m i nee for Chair o f
the Education Committee. I 'm grat eful tha t I ' ve had the
opportunity to serve in that capacity for the past two years. I
hope you hav e found th a t issues y ou have presented to that
committee have been handled efficiently and fairly. I have been
the beneficiary of many lessons, including a few p ai nful on e s.
It's my hope that given the opportunity to continue, I could use
this experience on your behalf. Our focus is now on the coming
biennium. No goal ranks, or should rank, higher for Nebraskans
than that of prov iding e d ucational oppor'unity. Pub lic
education is a major function, and indeed a mayor responsibility
of state government. It is also a major financial co mmitment,
both of state a nd loca l government. Furt her, state aid to
schools is a major component of our t ax policy, and critical t o
the long-term goal of reducing reliance on property taxes. O u r
c onsiderable challenge w ill be to main tain a n d build upo n
Nebraska's strong tr adition of excellence in public education,
while sticking with our commitment to a fair a nd e q uitable ta x
structure, and mak ing ends meet. Again, I'm grateful for the
opportunity provided me. I hope you will see fit to allow me to
continue in that event. I thank you for your support.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Th a nk you, S enator Ra ikes.
r ecognizes S e n a to r C h ambers .

The Ch a i r
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