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different parts of the state are different in a g r iculture t hat
our committee is responsible for making sure that everybody does
have a fair shot and a fair voice at that table, and so that is
something that I also strive to continue. I am a farmer, fourth
generation. I don't know if it's a curse or n o t, bu t I went
back and looked up what the word "Erdman" means, and it's a
German word that means man of the earth. And when I was in
Germany, they to ld me that means, well, you' re a farmer. So I
g uess from the beginning of time that's what I was s upposed t o
b e . I ' v e also had an opportunity i n my li fetime to work
directly with farmers and through th e coo perative s ystem i n
trying to cre ate an opportunity, as was pointed out by Senator
Kremer, of allowing farmers in the state, farmers in the n a tion
to have an oppo rtunity t o make it in the market. And one
example of that that I' ve had an opportunity to work w it h, and
i t ' s been a partnership t hrough the Legislature, it's been a
partnership through the D epartment of Ag , and it 's b ee n a
partnership through a b out 400 farmers in our area, and that is
that we have joined together and we have for med a coope rative
and generated a bout $ 5 million i n the last three years in
a dditional revenue that ha s gone back into our commun it i es .
Because we are now seeing those pro f its, that once left our
c ommunities to th e large corporations i n Nort h Dak ota an d
Canada, are now s taying at home, and that's encouraging to see
that opportunity. I think that's something that has been a
testament to this Legislature that we can continue on. I think
the other thing that is important to realize i s that Neb raska
does welcome all agriculture and one of the discussions that we
have had over the past couple years since I' ve been here , as
well as ou t side the Legislature, is the idea that we do have a
lot to offer. We do have some struggles ahead of us, b ut the
key to solving those struggles is to make sure that we can have
people at the tab l e wil ling to d is cuss h ow do we make
agriculture in Nebraska work, not only for the past generations
but for the guys and gals like myself who are coming up l o oking
to continue i n agriculture and giv ing th em a fair and open
opportunity to continue that great tradition . Fin ally , I think
one of the things, in addition to the obvious issues, being from
western Nebraska, where we don ' t have any water, that is an
issue for us, but I think in addition to that we l ook at some
other issues that maybe don't fit di rectly into agriculture but
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