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SENATOR KREMER: Thank you, Nr. Lieutenant Governor. Me mbers of
the Legislature, was after much deliberation that I decided to
submit myself fo r you r con s ideration fo r Chairman of the
Agriculture Co mmittee. I know t hey will be big shoes to fill
with Senator Dierks not being here. He's done a fin e gob for
many ye ars. I th ou ght, even though it's never been my goal to
be chairman of a committee, that it was a fit at this t i me and
the opportunity wa s the re. Prod uc tion agriculture and, as
Senator Coordsen w ould say , food production ha s be en my
livelihood for my entire life. Two of my daughters and my
sons-in-law who ar e in the audience to day are the fourth
generation t o ope rate the farm that...part of the farm that we
have now, and the fifth generation t o ope rate in th e Auror a
community. So you know it's very important that conservation of
our natural resources and also agriculture are very important to
me. I do have several concerns. I do not come with an agenda,
but I think agriculture is at a real trying time right now w i th
profitability a s well as many other things. B ecause I do not
like to make long speeches, I will mention about three th ings
briefly. And , Senator Chambers, I couldn't make a long speech
even if I wanted to un less I co uld speak as slow ly as Senator
C oordse n . (Laughter) The first thing that came to my mind is
being able to deriv e our income in agricu lt ure from the
marketplace rathe r th an b ei ng concerned and ov e rly de pendent on
government subsidies . Unfor tunately, we have not bee n ab le to
do that be cause the only time we can get a fair market in the
price of our products is when we have a shortage, a nd I think
the people i n the United St ates o f America hav e the rare
advantage of ha ving the cheapest, the safest and the most

abundant food su pply in the world today, and many times that' s
at the expense of the agriculture producer. Second l y, and I
think it 's c ome to l ight this year, especially with the drought

in the western part of o ur s tate, how important our water is, to
have clean, abundant supply of water, and that's an issue that' s
going to be before us, that we have an abundant supply of w ater
not only for agriculture but for our cities and our industries
also. Th ird l y, and this is an i ssue that's been aroun d fo r a

long tim e , is the tremend ou s bu rd en of our taxes on our
agriculture land. We ' ve made re al pro gress, tha nks to the
cooperation of our f ri ends from the urban ar e as in the l a s. few
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