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that | wanted to thank, 1 look up and kind of lose track of who
I recognize and 1 forgot some people who were extremely
important to all of us, and that is the Legislative Research
Office, those researchers, those librarians and those people who
help us with program evaluation and who provide us with so much
information, and that"s not...that was a total error of omission
and 1 hope that we all can thank them appropriately at this
time. (Applause This is a point in a session where we all
tend to remember the last days and the last hours of serving.
We"ve all talked about everyone except ourselves as an
institution. We all have differences. We"ve all got bills that

we didn"t get passed that we wish were in different forms. We
all hold feelings about each other and other branches of
government, but today we lay those aside. You®"ve been great
members for the Legislature. Don*"t let anybody tell you
differently. You“ve continued on a very sound, ethical manner
of legislating in _a vegy, very professional manner.  We-ll
always have our critics. ou don"t silence the critics. What

we do 1is do the state"s business. For those people who trust
you, and there®s many, many Nebraskans who trust each and every
one of you, you“ve done a wonderful job. The state relies on
you now more than ever to address and solve their problems
because they don"t get easier, they only get harder. And as we
begin to look forward to next year, 1 know you all are going to
go home with a commitment to come back and work even harder
because the problems are going to get harder and you"re going to
spend more time in the off-season. You®re going to do it for
low pay and for little or no appreciate from people thatyou
meet and deal with. But that"s notthe reason you"re here.

This is a wonderful group of legislators and I think it"s just
an important time for us to stop and recognize all of you who
work for this institution andmake the state work. We"veput
aside our differences. The best time in the Legislature isto
listen to our colleagues who are saying good-bye. The message

we got from them is take serious the business of legislating;

you're only here for a short period of time and that time goes

so quickly. We all take for granted that we walk in and out of
these doors everﬁ day and we do the state®s most important

the

business, and so message that | received today from those
colleagues who are leaving us Is come back next year and do
Nebraska®s work. I know that you will. Mr. President, thank

you.



