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serving on the Natural Resources Committee. Now, you undertook
our responsibilities as Chair of Education at a time that
ecame increasingly difficult for public schools in the state of

Nebraska. Some of those difficulties culminated with the
passage of LB 806 and LB 806A, easily one of the most
controversial bills to go through this Legislature. | think it

still holds, those two bills combined, think, still hold the
record for debate for passage of any piece of legislation and,
of course, in some senses we haven™t even stopped debating them
yet, and I don"t think we"re going to because it"s fundamental
to the well-being of the state. But you passed other bills.

You had...l don"t know whether it was the folly or the good will
toward a Governor to introduce three bills on behalf of a
Governor . At least one of them passed and that was welfare

reform, another very, very significant piece of legislation.

But for the rest of you, even though I™m reciting bills that
Senator Bohlke sponsored and had certainly helped to pass, when
I ask her what she thought the most significant piece of
legislation she had passed was she didn"t give me an answer.

She said that she thought that what she had done that was the
most significant was constituent service, not a bill; that
somehow she had helped people that she represented. Well,

Ardyce, 1 think that"s the way we should do this busines8--pas8
the important bills when we need to, make good ﬁolicy for the
state of Nebraska, and serve our constituents. That"s the way
we should do it. Now, if any of you think that after we finish
today that somehow we"re done with Senator Bohlke, 1 don®"t think
that®s going to be the case. My summer schedule is already
being filled up by Senator Bohlke. She has me going to Madison,

Wisconsin, for three days to a conference about teacher pay. |1
know there"s going to be hearings acrossthe state on that
issue. That 1is likely to be one of the most important issues
that we"re going to address in the Legislature next session, but
what we do over the summer is going to start to set that debate.

We"re going to be sorry you®re not going to be here to Ffinish
it, but, maybe like Senator Crosby, you"re going to be kind of
waiting in the wings and proddin? us alongwhen it doesn"t go
quite the way you think it should. And lknowthat we"re going

to have more tours of schools. My guess 1is, Senator Bohlke,

that you aren"t going to be able to leave schools alone. And my
guess is you really aren"t going to be able to leave us alone
either, and 1'm looking forward to that. But I"'m also looking
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