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that's too bad. And if we wonder why people are turned off with 
the system and with politics, and you wonder why young people 
don't want to serve, you can certainly see why. All you got to 
do is read the newspapers or listen to the news, and there will 
be some one of us, maybe not too much in this Legislature, but 
others, who go out of their way to fight, to argue publicly, to 
say something bad. And whether it's politics or just in life in 
general, that's terrible, and we shouldn't do that. You know, 
as you know, I've never...I haven't voted once for an amendment 
or for the bill. My good liberal friend Senator Tyson, I think, 
have been with each other on this one all the way along. So 
politics does make some strange bedfellows sometimes. But on 
the other hand, I think we're both right. What's to prove with 
this kind of legislation? It isn't necessary. And the way it's
written implies that there is. And I just want the kids and
everybody else to know in the audience that might be listening 
to this that there isn't. If there's a crook among us, they 
should be convicted and sent out of here. The only senator I 
can ever remember who had to leave this Legislature because of 
that kind of activity did it before he became a state senator, 
and he went to jail, as he should. All I can say is, who do we 
answer to? Who promotes this? Why was it promoted? And those 
questions have never been answered. The only answer was, well, 
there's a perception. Well, when you change the law because you 
think there'8 a perception of dishonesty, then you admit to the
fact that it probably is true. And I tell you that it's not
true. And it's wrong. I only saw one person in the balcony 
that day we were debating this issue. It must be a powerful 
man. I have never, I don't think, in the last 20 years or so,
had anybody ever tell me, we need, above all things, we need,
above all things, campaign reform, and above all things, we got 
to make sure that things are done honestly and appropriately. 
Nobody ever told us how to do it. But I don't remember since 
that. I remember the 20 year, because it was 20 years ago. And 
I remember the person that told me, and the person who told me 
was the last person that offered me a bribe before I went to
jail (sic.) All I can tell you is, ladies and gentlemen, this
is the wrong thing to do at the wrong time. What we ought to be 
doing is talking more about encouraging young people to get 
involved in politics. And if they could afford it, they would 
run for the Legislature, but of course, they can't, because they 
can't afford to serve. That's why there's so many old people


