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off in two directions because we"re talking about two distinct
situations. We"re talking about the juvenile court situation in
Douglas County and we"re talking about the 11th Judicial
District for district judges, and I'd like to focus a bit of
attention on the district judgeship. Senator Beutler had asked
a question about an order that was issued by a district judge in
the 11th Judicial District concerning domestic relations cases,
and | don"t have the letter in front of me, Senator Beutler.
I1"11 give you the best of my recollection as to what happened.
After the Legislature passed the authority for the county court
to handle certain phases of domestic relations cases, the matter
was presented by District Judge Murphy, who sent a letter to the
practitioners in the 11th District questioning the
constitutionality of that and questioning the jurisdictional
authority of...of this authority being given to the...to the
county court judges. And subsequent to that, and it isn"t by
order, | mean he couldn®t order the county judges to do anything
or the...certainly not the attorneys, but when you raise a
question concerning authority and whether something would be
considered improper from the standpoint of whether there was
authority granted that was appropriate, people got chilled off
from the idea of using the county court, which is pretty obvious
that you would feel that way. So the status of it was that no
one has really challenged that and has gone forward with it. |1
think it could happen but, like anK—- like any prudent people,
if you have the opportunity to have the district judge handle
it, not having any question about it, or have a county court
handle it and then having a question at a later time about
whether there was authority to do it, you would pick the
district judge, and that"s what"s happened. One of the other
phases that...of this situation that is difficult in Lincoln
County, primarily, 1is that we have Lexington over here that"s
not served, we have North Platte that is served with two judges
and_ what _would happen...they really would like to_have a
resident judge in Lexington. And part of the time that is taken
in these matters is the traveling back and forth between North
Platte and Lexington. So I think as we...as we move forward and
through the years it"s going to take ﬁlace that judges are not
going to be able to be in one place. The Supreme Court, under
new apﬁointments, will dictate where these people live and 1
think that the areas will be better served. We have the same
problem up in the northwest part of the state where we have



