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leaves no meaningful opportunity to address the needs of 
children and families and does not meet national standards of 
judicial justice, which recommend at least 30 to 60 minutes for 
all disposition and review hearings. Well, they're supposed to 
be hearing one to two and they're hearing four to five in an 
hour. In addition to an ever-increasing caseload, the
behavioral and emotional difficulties exhibited by today's
juvenile court population are growing quite serious, making it 
more difficult and more consuming of time to meet the needs of 
children, families and communities. Also, due to the recent 
changes in federal and state law more urgency is given for the 
need to terminate parental rights. In many cases, motions to 
terminate parental rights are very time consuming &nd require a 
more thoughtful and prudent approach. Do we want to sever these 
kids from their parents just at the drop of a hat? I...our
judicial —  or our Legislative Fiscal Office has said that this 
is going to take three hundred and some thousand dollars. I 
don't think it will...will do that much. When Senator Wehrbein
last night found the nagic $2.8 million, I was curious as to the
number and kinds of funds that we have that we didn't know 
about. This is our funds book, people. See how many funds we 
have. There's a fund on every page of this, all kinds of funds 
used for this and that and the other. I think we ought to look 
at where the funds are coming from and, yes, we went through the 
requirements just as Senator Cudaback went through the 
requirements that...from the commission that we set up. We 
didn't want to make the decision...we didn't want it to be 
political. Now we have the recommendations from the commission 
and we still don't want to make the decisions. We still don't 
want to do it. I would submit that the 43 of you who voted for 
this a couple of days ago should think carefully about the kids 
in Douglas County at least, if not the poor judges in Douglas 
County, and think about the poor judges in Senator Cudaback's 
district that are working so hard to try to do the work that 
they are supposed to be doing and don't have time to do it. 
They spend a lot of time in their car out there. If anybody's 
been out there lately, it takes a long time to get from one 
place to another. They spend a lot of wasted time driving 
around from place to place. I would urge you to override this 
veto. It is not that expensive. We're not talking about 
millions and millions and millions. We're talking about a 
couple of hundred thousand dollars here. And with all our
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