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view the veto process and the overriding process as a battle 
between the branches. I don't also subscribe to the theory that 
the state budget is someone else's problem. Ultimately, it is 
ours. Ultimately, we are the ones who debate it, who prioritize 
it and pass it, and we are ultimately the ones that answer for 
it. It has not been that long ago where questions are raised 
and those who are critical of state government point to the 
rapid increases in spending. That's never directed at the
executive branch. That's directed at the Legislature. And so 
it isn't a matter of I'm angry because my bill was vetoed. I am 
angry my bill was vetoed. I'll be back next year. The Governor 
missed a chance for some great public policy with the 
broadcasters...well, reasonably good policy. That's not the 
issue. The issue is that we're responsible for our spending. 
We have a process where we have winnowed down since day one of 
this Legislature bills, some left in committee, some left on 
General File, some that were left on Select File, others made it 
to Final Reading and a good number of them were passed. And 
most of the votes were made because, on an individual basis, 
bill by bill, there was a judgment made that this is good 
policy, because we vote on policy. We don't have a chance to go 
out, most of us, go out and use the rhetorical lines. We judge 
things on their merits. When items are vetoed they come back to 
us for what is, in effect, another stage and that is where we 
now make the decision. No one else will have this vote. There 
will not be any other action after we decide today what we'll do 
with the vetoed bills. We decide what that state budget is 
going to look like. It's unrealistic I think to expect people 
to take a line and say. I'm not going to vote for any vetoes. 
There will be some that will do that, but for the vast majority 
of legislators they're going to look at this on an individual 
bill-by-bill basis one more time, but my suggestion is that you 
now have to be somewhat discerning with the bottom line and not 
just the bottom line this year but for the next two years. 
You're going to have to make decisions about policy, but you're 
also going to have to say there's some good policy things I'm 
not going to vote for. And I think in all reality there's going 
to be some things that you say this is good policy and I will 
vote for today to override. But I think it's unrealistic to 
vote for all of the overrides because at some point in time the 
lament will be, as it was two or three years ago, I didn't 
realize that we were increasing the percentage that much; we've
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