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second and third year at the rate that you thought. In fact, 1
don®t know how much it would actually be, what percentage. But
I think that"s a commitment we need to keep. I can justify
by...doingu it, by the fact that we"re moving what we considered
hardship funds, school funds, over to this unification-merger
process funding. So it"s not like we"re pulling this out of the
clear blue sky to move it from school fund to something totally
un. . totally different, anyway. And also, as 1 pointed out the
first time I spoke, the efficiencies are being created in these
districts. | know they cut some administration the first year.

They"re cutting some more administration the second year. And 1
know they"re riffing four and a half positions. | believe they
have at least that many teachers that are retiring, moving on,

natural attrition. So the Ffirst year may be expensive. The
second year it looks like they"re at least going to break even
Oor save some money. And 1 would guess thethird year they"re

going to save a considerable amount of money. The discussion as
to whether the school districts are doing this to get the sparse
category designation...l can speak from personal knowledge that
the Trenton and Stratton districts that unified were both sparse
already. It did not change their classification. Culbertson,

the third district that went in with that unification, 1 don"t
know whether they were sparse or standard. | really don"t know.

Of course, iIf they were standard and they are now iIn sparse.

But at least the two | know were already sparse. The two others
that are working together out in my area are Cambridge and
Twin Valley. They are both sparse districts already. It would

have no bearing on them. The other question we had was, what
other mergers have we had out in my area? We have had the
Wauneta-Palisade merger. They simply consolidated. That wasn"t
a unification. So we are getting the job done out there. And 1
feel very comfortable with moving the money from the Hardship
Fund over to the Incentive Fund. It"s all going to the schools,

and have no problem with doing that. Thank you.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Baker. Senator Suttle,
on the motion to return.

SENATOR SUTTLE: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislature. Well, 171l be dipped in incredible fuzz. 1 can"t
believe that we found $2.8 million at this late hour, at this
particular juncture in our process. Gosh, what we could do with
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