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things. We didn"t put those in the statute, but there was
discussion that was there that the purpose of the homestead was
to assist people in making their home, through the use of not
paying their property tax, that extra money that they would save
would be used to modify their homes and to make them so they

could get around and do things. Homestead now has evolved to
where people say, well, this is a property tax relief for
certain homeowners. And so there"s always a struggle. Senator

Bourne, there®s also a provision in there that talks about the
value of the house. At one point in time we had people who had
$300,000 homes who were eligible for homestead relief. And the
discussion in the Revenue Committee at that time was, well, if
you can have a $300,000 home, you certainly shouldn®t...youlve
got enough money, you ought to be able to do something else. So
we changed and we factored in, took into account local
valuations and so on. But there is a lot of people who think
that homestead now has become an assistance program. It"s a
property tax program to reduce property tax for people, and it"s
Jjust a way to target certain people. So there are some people
who think homestead is geared solely for lower income people,
some think 1it"s geared for those that are of certain ages, and
there"s...and you"ll see a variety of these bills come in and
out. The only observation 1 have is 1 don"t necessarily read it
the way that, Senator Bohlke, that the people you quoted read
that. I read that section differently so that it is a
disability or loss of mobility, and then you start reading ''such
as”, and you read those two together. But...and 1 think that
matches what my historical perspective of it is. If we believe

that it needs to be changed, obviously, that"s where we"re at in
the Legislature and that"s the reason we"re here, is to make
those changes. But if you would allow them to be split, in
other words the definition to be a permanent disability as an
(@, and then or (b) or if they have loss of mobility, the
problem 1 have with definition becomes what is the permanent
disability? It isn"t total disability. |Is it a Social Securit¥
test? |1 don"t know. That strays from what 1 think the origina

intent of the bill was to do some years ago, was to provide
relief so people could take that money and modify their home so
they could get around. It was sort of an attempt, also, to deal
with the ADA and those sorts of things. But I"'m going to
support the Wickersham amendment. 1 assume that we"ll come back
and visit this. IT we don"t do this, there will be a tax and
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