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Senator Beutler is proposing to you. I... I, frankly, do wish 
that we had not adopted the last amendment. I don't know what 
we'll do about that. I think Senator Coordsen hit the right 
tone for this discussion in a little bit. We can put in 
laws...put in place laws that make us look as unctuous and as 
holy and as pure and wonderful as we could ever imagine them. 
We could make breathing free air a crime, but that wouldn't 
change anything. It wouldn't change anything. And I don't 
think, quite frankly, it's going to change much in the way of 
public perception, because the public doesn't read these laws. 
They're not...they're not overly concerned, I don't think, 
whether or not there are these kinds of restrictions in 
statutes. They're more concerned about appearances and the 
appearances are what you and I do on a day-to-day basis. It is 
our day-to-day behavior that means far more to me than these 
laws, these rules, these restrictions which can trouble us, can 
trouble our families, can trouble the people that we do business 
with on a day-to-day basis and think that we're being human 
beings, think that we're behaving like everybody else around us. 
But when we put this web of rules and restrictions around us, we 
no longer become human beings that are treated like everybody 
else, for most purposes, and at that point I think we create a 
different kind of a public perception and a perception that is 
very negative. We are like them. We are citizens of the state 
of Nebraska and it is our behavior, the standards that we apply 
to ourselves from a day-to-day basis, that I think are far more 
important than all the words that we could ever put in a 
statute.
PRESIDENT NAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR WICKERSHAN: They won't make us into...those words that
are put into statutes will not make us into good persons in 
everybody's light. We just simply can't do it. And I...and I 
do not think we should adopt Senator Beutler's amendment. I 
don't think it's a good amendment. And, normally, I think 
someone would rise up and say, this is such a significant change 
that it shouldn't have been done without a committee hearing and 
discussion. We just can't figure out today on the floor what 
the ramifications I think are of what Senator Beutler is 
proposing. I don't see why we should spend time doing it. I 
think we have other things to do.


