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13 percent. The highways are 17 percent. Public works is 
16 percent. But when we get to public health and social 
services, because the state, while I was a county commissioner, 
took over a large portion of the social services that used to be 
administered by the counties, in our county is less than
2 percent. Now most counties have some type of general 
assistance which is basically the stopgap area for people that 
fall through the net of the other services. Some of those are 
operated by the Department of Social Services, or Department of 
Health and Human Services, that they contract with for that 
small number of people. Some of those are...some of the 
counties, Sarpy County has one person that operates that 
department. So the poverty issue to me has been picked up by 
the state in some other fashion by taking over those social 
services' costs in the early eighties. I worry more about the 
costs to public safety, the sheriff, the jail, the courts, the 
juvenile court, the services of the juvenile...to juveniles in 
our county, diversion programs and other things. Some of those 
have other sources of revenue and some of those are subsidized 
by other state programs. But I do think that that's a 
significant portion of the budget. When I asked about why 
poverty was being used as one of the pieces of this formula, the 
answer I got was it was a way to determine crime in a county. 
And I guess my question would be, why not look at crime rates? 
The answer I got to that was, well, maybe people would...and the 
way crime rates are determined are by the number of crimes 
reported in a county to local law enforcement. And if we use 
that rate, perhaps counties would be tempted to maybe have 
people call in or cook the numbers or something. It might drive 
some manipulation there, and I realize that's a problem. And I 
guess all of the points that I'm trying to make here just point 
to my concern that if we pass this formula...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR THOMPSON: ...today, which was developed I know by the
committee, I think a better process would be to use the interim 
study that's already been proposed by the committee to look at 
this issue or by...that has been introduced not necessarily by 
the committee, take the summer, work collaboratively with the 
counties. I mean, this is not, as I understand, and I'll ask 
Senator Wickersham to answer the question...this didn't come


