
April 4, 2000 LB 1021

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

one who wrote me the letter. This lobbyist had to itemize to 
the principal what the expenditures went for. And this lobbyist 
had specified Senators Higgins and Labedz as having attended 
these various functions where specific amounts were expended for 
both of them. The only way they found out was because the 
principal asked them about these activities. They had not 
attended any of them. What the lobbyist had done was padded the 
account that was given to the principal, reimbursed for money 
not expended on these senators and pocketed. You all don't know 
whether some lobbyist has put your name down as having been the 
recipient of some money or some...whatever it is they call 
entertainment. And since it doesn't have to be disclosed 
publicly, unless the principal goes through and asks each one of 
you, you'll never know. Bernice and Marge, Senator Higgins and 
Senator Labedz, happened to find out, through chance, how they 
had been used. If the lobbyists have to make that report, not 
only can they not put us down as having been the recipient of 
something which is not true, but their principal would have a 
way of knowing whether or not the filing was truthful. I'm not 
that worried about the principal, but I am worried about us and 
the way we can be misused. Public officials have a reputation 
that is not the highest in a lot of people's opinion, not 
necessarily because of what has been done by a specific person, 
but people are just mad at politicians, and in some cases 
justifiable so, probably. But, if there are enough reasons that 
we have given people to be upset with us, we should not have 
lobbyists creating additional problems. So when they give an 
aggregate amount for all the senators who were at a cattle feed, 
I don't want to be included in that amount. I don't want them 
to be able, whoever the "them" would be who would make checks of 
this, a total amount, divide by 49, and that's what each one of 
us got. I would be excluded. But I don't want to have to tell 
everybody I didn't go here, I didn't go there, I didn't accept 
this, I didn't accept that. Let the lobbyist who is giving and 
has a reason for giving simply make a notation that I provided 
so-and-so with such and such on this date. And I don't even 
care about eliminating the under $5; put everything down.
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: But the main thing I'm interested in is not
having the impression created that these huge amounts are being


