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can take care of these kids and other folks who have behavioral 
problems and the rest. Why this...why is this so important? 
Well, I'll tell you it's important because we don't seem to 
worry about how much it costs when we don't have enough of these 
kind of programs and these kind of beds around when we build new 
jails. And, at the other end, we should in fact have decent 
facilities once they're incarcerated so they're taken care of. 
But most of the time these kids are in the programs, as provided 
in these $2 million part of the override, because the judges 
sentence them there. In some cases they're privately assigned. 
But in every case we got a program in the state that provides an 
alternative to the judges and everybody else so they don't have 
to go out of state and where we don't hav-3 to spend twice the 
state money we're spending to take care of the kids and where 
they're not, I don't think, in my opinion, given the kind of 
chance they are at the Omaha Home for Boys and Uta Halees and
the rest. Well, this is vital. This is important. They
haven't had a raise. Senator Jensen, God bless him, knows this, 
for the last six years, so this is not a partisan issue. 
Please, all of you understand that. This isn't a Governor 
Johanns issue. This is a Governor Nelson and a Governor Johanns 
issue, or —  where is the...is the other Governor out there 
that's going around talking to everybody? I'd look to see if 
our other Governor was out there. But, in any case, this is so 
important to us all. You know, we...we want to make sure, we 
want to make sure when we ask people to privately invest in this
kind of a program that we do our share, that's all. And some of
you may have been told that there was an increase to some of 
these people because OPTIONS got an increase. Well, OPTIONS is 
a program from out of state somewhere that got all the increases 
and have continued to get all the increases they requested 
through the department that manages those things for them and 
with them. And then the people that get that $192 a day, like 
OPTIONS, when they have somebody they can't handle, where do 
they...where do you think they send them? Oh, they send them to 
Uta Halee and they send them to Omaha Home for Boys, Cooper 
Farm (sic— Village), and they send them to North Platte. They 
send them all over because they can't handle them. They get the 
$192 and they shift some of that cost back to the people that 
take the kids that need these...the kind of help that those kind 
of behavioral programs provide, but then once those kids are 
gone everybody else still gets a lesser amount of money. It's

12393


