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County. There are five counties on the eastern end of the state
that are included in Region VI. Because the Douglas County
Hospital exists their mental health programs, psych programs,

holding beds and the rest have been utilized by people from all

across the state. There"s a large percentage of the people
being served that are not from that five state that

five-county area. We"re not complaining. We haven™t.__well,

yeah, we"re complaining. We got to admit that. For years,

Douglas County taxpayers and Dodge and Washington, Sarpy and
Cass County taxpayers have been paying the...the part of that
cost that comes from those property tax dollars and we do it
because we have the resources and we think it"s important that
we provide that service as close to home as we possibly can.

But it 1is, in fact, for all intents and purposes, a state
institution. All the rest of your counties, every one of you in
here, don"t really have that kind of a problem at your county
level because the state, please understand this and listen, the
state takes care of those responsibilities for you. This isn"t
going to pay the whole tab for Region VI at all. It"s going to
help pay part of the cost that is rightfully the cost of the
state, and _it"s the kind of cost that won"t go away and won"t be
involved in the kind of argument Senator Wickersham said about
breaking the budget. Because I can tell you if I were an old
county commissioner, like 1 was for 20 or so years down there,

and we were assuming that debt and responsibility we"d say, what
in the world are we doing this for? You know, can"t get

support. Let"s just close her down, then let Health and Human
Services and the state worry aboutwhere they®"re going to let
these poor souls be served. Butyoucan™t do that. You can"t

forsake these people just because you®re the only Eeople in the
state that are doing this sort of thing for these kind of folks.
It"s our responsibility to make sure that these kinds of
services continue and we need your help, seriously, in Region VI
to help continue and provide for those services. 1°m convinced
if this money and the funds we"re using for the mental health
providers isn"t successful we"re going to lose a lot of beds.
Now as far as the...the providers are concerned, the
institutions and homes that are all around the state that
provide some help for you and for your Kids, they are vital,
they are important. They have raised millions and millions of
dollars o rivate dollars to help build the buildings, and
hopefully with our help they can provide some staffing that they
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