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reserve, and | might have said minus seven. So I decided to
pass it out and let you look at those numbers yourself. And
it's true, we"d still be $49 million Iin the out years, three
years hence, too, if we would carry on, and | want to say that
we made this decision in recent times, and we"ve had Ilots of
discussion about what those out years should be, what revenue
sources you use, what the state of the economy is going to be.
Lots of factors go into that, actually, the size of the property
tax relief package; as you recall, the size of the cash reserve.
We have the, and I guess if I can get philosophical, some of the
decisions we make, as the Appropriations Committee, is what is
proper for the state of Nebraska, and I"ve made this statement
in public several times already. What commitment do you have to
Sheldon Art Gallery? What commitment do you have to the State
Historical Society? Many of the...the State Historical Society
is well over 100 years old, we put some planning money into
that, but that"s another $ million down the road. We probably
are going to have to get to finding out what traditional things
that Nebraska has had, are we going to continue...focus on
versus what are we going to do new? And you"ll find in some of
the discussions 1°ve had, which 1 got even last week, are some
new spending programs. If we take on new spending programs, we
are gradually going to have to get rid of old things, and that
may well include the State Historical Society. | am not...l am
not making threats and 1"m not predicting that, 1 don"t want
anyone to overreact to that.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: But we may have to make those decisions if we
take on new spending programs, and so this, today, is an
acknowledgement that the Sheldon Art Gallery is important. And
if we keep delaying this, for example, then we have to decide in
a_couple of years how vreally important is it, or the State
Historical Society, which has a similar heating and air
conditioning problem. Now, we"ve made some commitment to that,
and we have a programming study so that that...but that will be
on our table next vyear. It shows that how serious that
$60 million we had in child health care and...child care was in
this year"s budget, and we have voted not to change that, and
most of us are predicting that is going to continue to grow.



