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those. The University of Nebraska was late in...for two things.
They were late in recognizing their costs, and their costs hit a
little bit later. They had a fairly good-sized pool in their
health care trust fund but we did fund the state of Nebraska, we
did fund state colleges, and we have felt it fair to this point
to fund the University of Nebraska in their increasing health

care costs. _So that was part of our rationale _in this.  We
do...there is a study that they are having ongoing that will be
brought to our attention in more detail next year. 1 think we

recognize that next year there well may be more, but this we
considered something that is necessary for them to keep moving
and so they do not run down to a very severe deficit a year from
now iIf we don"t do this. And either if we do this or whether we
don*t do this, 1 think we stand a very high risk of having an
early deficit next year to cover this...this potential cost
because it is...they are experiencing high health care costs and
health iInsurance rates just...they are self-insured but like all

the rest of us inall of the areas of government, so we did
recommend a $1,250,000 restoration in this year. And  we
actually had cut back from what they"d recommended. Their
original request was $8.5 million. The Governor cut that back
to 4. We increased that to $6 million. At this point, they are
not at even our full $6 million because of the lack of funding
that second year which is the next year, but we feel that that
is something that ought to be considered. One other thing 1
will say on the Centennial Mall, 1 know others will speak on
these, the state of Nebraska has about 32 percent of that area
that is covered in the two blocks north of the Capitol. That is
the rationale for feeling that we have some obligation there,

and 1 realize thatis a matter of opinion to some too.
Fifty-seven percent of that total area 1is government, either
federal or state, and we have felt at...or, let"s see, got the
other one, 32 percent state, 11 percent city, and 14 percent
federal, so we felt we did have some obligation iIn this area to
cover that amount of frontage that we have in that area, and
it's generally felt by the committee this $500,000 would
represent all that we"re going to be willing to put into that in
the foreseeable future. So with that, that®"s a fairly thumbnail

sketch of what our reasons for the overriding of this particular
amount of package for your consideration. I will answer
uestions and 1 know others want to perhaps speak on this.

hank you.



