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sections are changes that have occurred in this bill.
Section 20, juvenile court judges may appoint CASA pursuant_to
law. In Section 27, a CASA organization shall screen, train,
supervise CASA volunteers to advocate for the best interests _of
children when appointed by a court;, hold case conferences with
volunteers to  review case progress and conduct annual
performance reviews for all volunteers; provide staff and
volunteers with written policies, practices, and procedures.
One CASA program may serve more than one court. Section 28 is
the program director of the CASA program shall be responsible
for the administration of the program, including recruitment,
selection, training, supervision, and evaluation of staff and
CASA volunteers. In Section 29, CASA volunteers shall
participate Tully in preservice training, including instruction
in recognizing child abuse and neglect, cultural awareness,
socioeconomic issues, child development, the juvenile court
process, permanency planning, volunteer roles and
responsibilities, advocacy, information gathering,
documentation, and observation of court proceedings prior to an
appointment. All volunteers shall receive a training manual and
a CASA program shall provide a minimum of ten hours of inservice
training per year. Section 30 is the minimum qualifications for
CASA volunteers are that they (%)be 21 years of age andhave an
interest in_ the welfare of children; be willing to commit one
year of service; complete an application providing background
information; and participate 1iIn a screening interview. The
program director shall obtain the following information for a
CASA volunteer: a criminal history record check; a check of the
record with the state Abused or Neglected Child Registry; a
driving record check; and at least three references who will
attest to the applicant™s character, judgment, and suitability.
IT the applicant has lived in Nebraska for less than 12 months,
the program director shall obtain the records from all other
Jurisdictions where the applicant lived during the preceding
year . Section 31 is a juvenile judge may appoint a CASA
volunteer when in the opinion of the judge, in the opinion of
the judge a CASA volunteer can provide a service required by the
proceeding and the court finds the ap?ointment is iIn the best
interests of the child. The volunteer shall be appointed
pursuant to a court order specifying the volunteer as either a
co-guardian ad litem, if both a volunteer and an attorney are
appointed as guardians ad litem; or a friend of the court acting



