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point in time if we don't get anything, then we wait and come 
back next year. Let me just say, I think two years ago we 
wouldn't have even attempted this. Last year we thought about 
it and said, no, the votes aren't there. But the longer and the 
more OPEC messes with us, the supply of gasoline becomes unsure 
and the environmental benefits of the ethanol product, the 
stronger we become. So if we don't do something this year, I 
think we can do something next year and we can probably do more 
than we could have done this year. I do think it's important 
that we get the MTBE ban and I do think it's important that we 
pass the amendment that Senator Beutler has on clean water. You 
know, farmers are a funny lot. We complain a lot, we're not 
organized, we don't even want to use our own product, it seems 
like. And then we go to the coffee shop and why isn't the
government idling acres? You know, I'm of the opinion that 
supply management isn't the answer; maybe short term it does the 
job, but we've got to have a...we've got to have a place to 
market our crops. And, boy, the potential for this is 
tremendous. If it's not Nebraska, it's California; it's not so 
on and so forth. So I guess I'd like to move the bill. We're 
trying to work on some things that will work for everybody, 
but...and I think it's real important that I not dig my...draw a 
line in the sand and say, let's just go home with nothing 
because we need the MTBE ban and we need Senator Beutler's water 
quality bill amendment. So we'll be talking here very soon, 
trying to work something out. It probably won't be what I 
wanted but that means we'll have something next year. If I 
would have gotten what I wanted, I wouldn't have been here next 
year. So...but that's the way the process works and, Senator
Wickersham, certainly I hope the body votes down your amendment, 
(laugh) If that doesn't happen, why, I mean, nice try. But 
your area of the state is not as directly involved in this as a 
lot of the other areas of the state, and we understand the 
support for this is weak in the Panhandle. It's because you 
don't grow a lot of corn and you don't have ethanol plants out 
there. Your awareness of it is not. But where there's ethanol 
plants and farmers are becoming aware of the benefits, and I do 
believe there's a 20 cent increase in the price of corn right 
now because of ethanol plants in the state of Nebraska, that 
means less government subsidies or less set asides, one way or 
the other. We haven't gone back to set asides for a while. So 
I really think we need to be exploring the ways to increase the
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