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damage the water as much asMTBE is. But I will tell you this.
He said iIn that articlethe reason he didn"t use ethanol, he
says, because it"s hotter burning. The fact of the matter is,

ethanol is cooler burning higher octane gasoline so he got
confused with the fact that it"s a little more energy in the
gasoline. Ethanol burns cooler. So 1 don"t know how you combat
all this misinformation. But show me where the damage is. It"s
not there. And 1 understand what mechanics have said for years
and that"s the reason a lot of farmers have been reluctant to
use 1it. But I will tell you that when a farmer complains to me
about the price of corn, 1 tell them, are you using ethanol.

And if he isn"t, 1 don"tfeel sorry for them. We have to use
it. We"re not only growingfood in this country, I1"ve been told

all my life that we"re going to run out of food. It"s not going
to happen. If there"s any shortage of food, it"s political.

But I think we can produce fiber and 1 think we can produce fuel

on our farms. And | don"t want to import 55 percent of the fuel

in this country. 1 don"t think it makes much sense. OPEC has
been in the news lately here. I"m sure ethanol doesn"t make
them shiver in their boots, but it"s one thing we can do to help
our self-reliance on our own domestic product. | think we need
to take this step. 1 think we need to increase the consumption
of ethanol in this state. Why don"t people buy it? Well, one
of the problems is the petroleum marketers who market this
product don"t necessarily price it fairly. Higher octane, let"s
charge more for it, never mind that it costs us less. [I"ve seen
it for 20 years, 3, 5 cents higher for ethanol even though
they"re paying 2 cents less at the wholesale level. Now that's
greed, that"s not pricing a product fairly. Yes, 1"m concerned
about the consumption of corn; 20 percent of the corn in the
state of Nebraska is marketed through ethanol. We have a big
plant in Blair and. Senator Chambers, you talked about Cargill.

Well, who testified against the bill? BP Amoco with
headquarters in London, England. You know, you make your
comparisons, take your choice. I don"t care. But we have a

plant in Columbus, we have two plants in Hastings. We have one
in York, we have one iIn Aurora, and we have one in Sutherland.
Senator Dierks has people in his district talking about an
ethanol plant. I have people in my district talking about an
ethanol plant. For the record, 1 have never sold one bushel of
corn to an ethanol plant. But | have been using it for 20-plus
years, and to the best of my knowledge 1"ve changed one or two
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