
March 28, 2000 LB 1405

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

know. I think treatment and research greatly need definition 
and need a narrowing so that they can be interpreted if this 
bill is going to mean anything. Section 3, any person employed 
by this state, et cetera, within the scope of his employment, 
it's unlawful to engage or participate in, to engage or 
participate in the use of aborted fetal tissue. Now what does 
that mean? How far-reaching is that? How broad is that? How 
narrow is that? It begs for a definition, so that it is legally 
enforceable. Unless this bill is what it was presented to me 
as, when I was asked to sign onto the bill, and that was to make 
a statement, if this bill was to make a statement, those words 
are fine. The bill is introduced. It's on the floor. We're 
having discussion. It makes a statement, but I feel very sorry 
for those senators who are labeled one way or the other by 
virtue of their vote on this bill because it's not fair. It is 
not fair.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR BROMM: And all those senators, some of whom may have
signed on to make a statement, are put in a position of making 
decisions like Senator Bourne was describing, which I think is a 
very valid point, which many of us forget or we need to be 
reminded of from time to time, about what our...what our duties 
are here. I'm not sorry we're having the discussion. I'm not 
sorry at all. I am sorry that it's being mislabeled and 
misinterpreted and mispresented to the public to a large extent, 
and we're allowing that. We're allowing that. Senator 
Brashear, I don't think this should be framed as a pro-life, 
pro-choice issue. I'm sorry. I don't agree with that at all, 
and we're allowing that to happen here. This is an issue about 
research, about whether or not the guidelines that should be be 
followed, the standards that we would expect to be followed are 
being followed by the University of Nebraska, a state 
institution. This could be accomplished very, very well and 
more...
SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Time.
SENATOR BROMM: ...effectively through an interim study, which I
think is where this thing should have gone to begin with. Thank 
you.

11813


