TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

March 28, 2000 LB 1405

order to try to do something for the unborn, and yet it won"t do
anything for the unborn. Look, when the pro-life groups want to
make a point they say, even the pro-choice Guttmacher Institute
statistics say that. The Guttmacher Institute 1is a...is an
institute that tells us a lot about abortion and women®s health.

Here"s a list of 13 reasons that women give why they get
abortions, in their descending order of what women declare: ()
the woman 1is unready for how a baby would change her life; ()
that a woman cannot afford a baby; (3) that women have problems
with relationships or want to avoid single parenthood; (4) woman
is not ready to...for the responsibility; (&) the woman is
not...does not want others to know she has had sex or Iis
pregnant; () a woman is not mature enough or is too young to
have a child; (7) woman has all the children shewants or has
grown-up children; (8) the woman®s husband or partner wants her
to have an abortion; (9) the fetus has possible health problems;

(0) the woman has a health problem; (11) women®"s parents...the
woman®s parents want her to have an abortion; (12) the woman is
a victim of rape or incest; (13) other reasons. What is not on
the first 12 reasons given or any reason cited? lwant to help
research; 1"m going to have an abortion so that Ican assist
research. It is not part of the thinking of women who choose to
have abortions; it"s not anywhere on this list. You might want
to stand by the unborn, but you don"t do it by voting for this
bill. There are plenty of regular pro-life, pro-choice issues
that we can fight about on a regular basis, and they do have a
significant impact and they are at the heart of that issue, this
is not one of them.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR LANDIS: There is no ''protection for the unborn™ in this

bill, 1it"s an irrelevance. What is relevant is Alzheimer”s,
Parkinson®8, MS, HIV, rubella, sudden infant syndrome death
(SIDS). All of those have had significant impacts in research

and a move either towards vaccinations or towards cures by this
kind of research which we are shutting the door on. And 1 ask
you to read your New Testament and examine the life of Jesus
Christ, who walked into the den of lepers and healed them;
healing was one of His major accomplishments, it"s what drew
people to Him, and He was the living embodiment of the ability
to heal. This bill is about diminishing hope and diminishing
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