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SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay.
SENATOR BOHLKE: ... argument. That1s...
SENATOR BEUTLER: That's...
SENATOR BOHLKE: ...between...
SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay. That...
SENATOR BOHLKEi That's why.

SENATOR fSEUTf<EKi . . . I  appreciate th at answer, Senator, and I know th e r e 's  more to  aay and we w i l l  g e t  to  th a t. But, fo lk s ,  understand th a t answer. That answer means the S ta te  Department o f Education blew i t  le g a l ly  on the b a sic  fundamental qu estion  in  t h is  system. A ll they had to  do, the one b ig  important th ing  they  had to  do le g a l ly  was to  be sure th a t th e ir  standards were s u f f i c ie n t ly  c le a r  to  allow  a n . . .
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR BEUTLER: ...assessment of students against the state
standard. That's all they had to do. And the Attorney General 
warned them from the beginning that their standards were too 
vague for any of these purposes, but they ignored it. And then, 
in February, this decision comes down and how do they react to 
it? By further destroying the system, by further destroying the 
system, by saying, okay, they're too vague so we won't test 
against state standards anymore, notwithstanding that the 
Legislature asked us to do so, not withstanding that a majority 
of the Legislature has said that was an appropriate mandate, not 
withstanding that 93 percent of the people of the state, look at 
the newspaper article, believe in strong state standards. Not 
withstanding all of that, they give us an amendment last week 
that further destroys the system and makes it impossible, 
absolutely impossible, to work.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Time. Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator
Chambers, on the Beutler amendment to LB 812.
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