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self-sufficient, independent people, and they, most of them, are
employed. And the federal government, having recognized this
back in 1935 and on, eventually established the rehabilitation
discipline rather than medical for the blind people because they
are...the rehabilitation 1is the whole key to their employment
and so on. Many of you go to the Mill. Right, Senator Schimek?
You love the Mill down in Haymarket. Many of you go to the
Avant Card shop on O Street. That"s run by a man and built up
and started by a young man of my children®s age who is legally
blind. He is not completely blind but he is legally blind. And
so there 1is a shining example of someone who came along and
overcame that, and with.._.he had a lot of help from the
Rehabilitation Services for the Blind. The other thing 1 want
to mention again, and so that ties in with the point that blind
people are employable, and they are employable in significant
ways. The people that 1 know have significant employment. They
are not..__it"s not like back in the forties and fifties. One of
the things that the blind people always had, and they did have
it down here at the Capitol, down the hall, the little newsstand
that was reserved in public buildings, federal and state

buildings, for the blind people to run. So we"ve...we"ve come a
long way from that. The blind people have established
themselves as contributing members of society and the federal

government recognizing this, and in those states, | want to
point out once more, in those states where they have their own
commission, their own agency, their employment numbers have gone
up significantly. | want to speak once more about the question
about loss of federal funds. They would dose the federal funds,

and 1 think 1"m saying this correctly, that Health and Human
Services gets now because they are Health and Human Services,

but...so they would lose those indirect funds, but they are
still, as | sho...as 1 pointed out in the memo that we passed
around, the soft match from across the spectrum of state
services comes into play when they are asking for grants and for
federal funds, and they can get private grants. Dr. VanZandt
just recently got another private grant. So from that point of
view, I hope you will not look at this, again, from the
political point of view because...and we aren"t over there,

using that term "“tearing it out” makes me feel like we"re going
to go over to the State Office Building and start throwing desks
and things around. We are. not. They will be in the same place.

We are simply creating a group of people who can look at what
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