TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber’s Office

March 27, 2000 LB 352

support of this bill. Everything 1"ve heard so far makes me
even more supportive. It sounds like mostly what we"re talking
about here are arguments that protect the status quo and protect
the system. The system we®"re talking about protecting 1is the
Department of Health and Human Services. |1 think we"ve had some
interesting dialogue about how that wonderful experiment, when
the agencies were all consolidated, would function and how it
would help, and we"re worried about how much more money it might
cost if the people that have this kind of a disability were able
to help themselves more directly than they have been able to be
helped by an agency. Are we worried...are we really worried
right now about the sanctions that we"re having to look forward
to paying in HHS because we couldn®t get our act together after
spending fifty-some million dollars to organize some kind of a
system for child support or anything else? Are these the same
administrators that screwed that up pretty well or were
incompetent to make the right decisions at the right time that"s
costing us all this money, the same administrators that you
think should be in charge of this agency as well? 1 don"t think
SO. I don®"t think It makes any sense. You know, if we were
reorganizing the state and developing legislative districts and
there is something called a division of interest, et cetera,
consolidation of interests, whatever you want to call it, and we
had enough folks who were blind, visually impaired, that we
could put them into one area, they could elect somebody to
represent themselves, that would be interesting, wouldn"t it?
Why do we think that somebody with a disability like this aren™t
capable of handling their own destiny? And because of the very
unique circumstances that they find themselves involved with in
life, they have to get together. They have to talk with each
other, fight with each other, as the case might be, but,
ultimately, they have to do what"s right for each other. And
the pennies we"re talking about in comparison to how much money
has been blown by the agency on data systems and the sanctions
we"re having to look forward to 1is nothing, 1is absolutely
nothing compared to the independence that they would like to
have now. It seems like what we"re trying to do Is to protect
mother government and protect father agency or whatever el ie you
want to call it. And maybe what we ought to be looking at, at
this point in time, rather than...than worrying about
dismantling a consolidated agency, which has not proven to be
successful, If somebody can point out where we"ve saved money by
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