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restructured. It just— it is just way too much money to be a
grant program. Eventually, a bunch of that money needs to be

taken and used to fund some particular vision of our health-care
system. Many people think that that particular vision should be
a public health system for the state of Nebraska, that is
filling in all gaps in our public health system and rounding out
a comprehensive public health system with this money. That may
be what they come up with and it may be something different, but
I think it"s important to deliver a message to the people
Interested in that program that what is there today is a grant
program, that it should be thought of as such, and that it
not...should not be a means of funding ongoing appropriations
for essentially programs that they would have the power to set
up and continue to fund under the current way that program is
structured. They could do that without any  further
authorization from the Legislature. So, to encourage that whole
process and to Tfurther define what we have here and what we
intend, what this amendment does is simply to say this: no
project shall receive funding for more than three years through
such grants unless the council determines that unusual

circumstances dictate the need for an extension of the funding.

Extensions shall be granted for no more than one year at a time
and shall be vreported to the Health and Human Services
Committee. That"s the first half of the amendment, the idea
being that a grant program should be that; it should be for
experimental kinds of things. If they work out then they should
come back to the Legislature for permanent funding for that
program if they think it"s a good program. But it should not be
a situation where that advisory committee simply dictates a
legislative program without Ilegislative approval and...and,

reinforcing that particular idea, it further says...the
amendment further says: such projects shall not include
permanent, ongoing programs unless approved by the Legislature.

The department or the council may recommend projects to the
Legislature for establishment as permanent, ongoing programs to
be funded from the fund. And then, if they do that: permanent,

ongoing programs approved by the Legislature shall be fully
funded on an annual basis prior to the use of the fund for any
other project funded from the fund pursuant to the grant
progran. So if they do that it envisions how the priorities
will be within that system. That"s all the amendment does. |
don"t know if Senator Jensen is favorably inclined or not. |
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