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A bills and the press reported on this in the Omaha 
World-Herald. it was thought that that was the end of 
everything, that they would not get any more property tax. At 
least the people who called me from my district, they were 
irate. They were furious that Senator Beutler would take 
$10 million away from their property tax relief. I don't 
believe that's what he did. What I would...what I would say is 
that this $10 million was putting that $10 million back and 
we're keeping the rest for cash reserve. I think that is 
prudent use of money. We're not spending too much. We're 
keeping to the promise that we made last year in the original 
budget, and I think that this is the way we should go. They 
will still see a reduction in their property taxes, and we're 
not doing any more or any less than we promised to do in the 
original budget, and I would urge you to support Senator Raikes' 
amendment. Thank you.
SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Senator Suttle. Senator Kristensen.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Madam President. And, Senator
Raikes, just to respond to you at least on the record, the 
difference between the two figures is that the calculation that 
I handed out, as you'll see, is data we used from this year but 
it is computing based on. the levies and what the formula is 
going to do. Yours is a calculation of taxes that were actually 
levied and collected. Those would have been the 1998 real 
estate taxes that they were levied. So included in your 
$30 million is the capital improvement levy, and then that would 
have been the actual taxes collected for 1998. The one I'm 
showing is what...how the $30 million will actually be done for 
the upcoming year. So there's a...there's a different, they are 
sort of an apples and oranges number, but I'd...
SENATOR CROSBY: Senator Raikes, will you respond?
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: ...allow Senator Raikes to respond.
SENATOR RAIKES: Okay, thank you, Senator Kristensen. So tell
me this. What I was doing was taking the 1999 community college 
taxes levy totaled, $30,598,000, adding $30 million to that, and 
saying that, all right, the total amount community colleges 
received through taxes they levied and the $30 million that came
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