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colleges have, you must fully fund. The way we changed the

formula a few years ago is, there is atemplate or a pattern
that we must follow to Tfully fund the community colleges;
40 percent of that comes from state aid and 40 percent of that
comes from property tax. So when you have growth, thatgrowth
fits in that 40 percent that has to come from propertytax,
that also acts as a limiter to it growing too high. That"s the
reason you can guarantee some of that property tax relief.

Senator Raikes raised the issue, and I just want to respond,

Senator, about long-term property tax relief. The community
colleges probably won®"t want to hear some of this, but when we
were in Revenue Committee, now been four or five years ago, we
looked at a variety of options on how to Jlong-term control

property tax, and one of them was the takeover of certain
aspects; juvenile detention centers, assessors offices, there is
a variety of ways that we looked at taking over local functions
to provide property tax relief. The committee, at that time,

had...l1 think its most popular version is the takeover of the
community college system because It was a true property tax
savings. That was just something we could physically take the
entire program, [lift out, and put into the state system. Now
there"s a lot of questions that arise because of that; what do
you do with the buildings, what do with bonds that are existing.

There 1is a variety of problems to do that. The reason this Iis
attractive to me and attractive, | think, to a few other members
is that long-term that...by funding them with property tax
relief this way, you still keep that goal alive, and that is a
long-term possibility and certainly one that we"ve talked about
on numerous occasions here. The credit is a relatively new
issue. It was not a popular one at the tims. 1 think it was
done last year as an accommodation to the administration, to try
a credit that had not been done before, but most of us knew,

Senator Robak remembers, and Senator Schimek does, when we first
came in, one of the first things we had to face was $100 million
that was left out here, and we were going to give it back to the
counties, and we did. Nobody had any clue we had any property
tax relief. It was a failed attempt. We thought we were doing
a great thing, and we were, but it didn"t reflect. Funding the
community colleges through this formula actually does reduce
those property taxes in a way that people can see and have.._.be
a meaningful change, and that"s probably the reason. Senator
Raikes, this fits into a long-term plan. Those long-term plans,
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